As Al Tech Proliferates, India
Should Update its Patent Laws’

TCS, Cll report says current IP laws can't deal with heuristic systems like Al
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Mumbai: The increased prolifer-
ation of artificial intelligence (AI)
globally requires new policies for
the enforcement of intellectual
propertyrights, accordingtoa
jointreport by India’slargest
software services exporter Tata
Consultancy Servicesand the
Confederation of Indian Industry.

“Current patentlawstreat AT
software inventionsaslogical
algorithms implemented on the
computer. While patenteligibility
of algorithmsisvalid, there is
littleabout how to deal with in-
ventionsthatareheuristicin
nature,” itsaid.

In Al a‘heuristic’ isatechnique

usedtosolve a problemfasterthan logictomake something workable
classicmethods. cannot be aninventor.

Software isno longer limited to However, machines are increas-
traditional rule-based systems ingly deriving solutions to
and has increasingly turned problems independently or in
heuristic, showing higher conjunction with anatural
intelligence thanrule-based person, which hasbrought
systems, it said. into question the defini-
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law states that 3 ‘natural
someone, person’.
typically a “ Thisisa
natural 4 problem
person (in ‘\ _ that
legal terms, . may
individual, havetobe
rather than addressed
one associ- = by state laws
atedwitha and by en-
private or public terprises, the

body) who merely applies the reportstated.



